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行书 陆游 诗 四 屏 
Poem of Lu You 
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„Luo Zhenyu and His Calligraphy 


Luo Zhenyu (1866-1 940) was 


= Originally named Baoyu, or precious 


jade, a name he used until the age 


` of 15. As his ancestors lived in 


 Yongfeng Village in Zhejiang 
- Province, he also called himself 
| ‘Yongfeng Villager’. In his last years 
“he was presented with a horizontal 
seript of calligraphy by Pu Xi the 
last emperor of the Qing Dynasty, 
in which are four big Chinese 
“characters meaning 'Ancient Pine 
Tree with a Loyal Heart’. 
extremely honoured, he called 
himself ‘Old Folk of the Loyal Pine 
Tree’, or ‘Pine Tree Old Fellow’. 

Apart from being a prolific 
scholar of high renown, Luo Zhenyu 
was.also an expert in writing and 
carving, as well as a connoisseur of 
calligraphy and painting. 

Luo started receiving private 
tuition at the age of five. At 13, he 
completed the study of ‘The Book 
of Ancient Poems’, ‘The Book of 


SN Change”, and other ancient classics. 
At 15, he sat for a local exam and ` 


was ranked seventh. The following 
year he took a county exam and 
paid a visit to Nanjing where he 
visited numerous bookstores. At 19, 
he started writing and soon became 


a. private tutor. Turning 30, ከር 


decided to study agriculture. Not 
only did he study agricultural books 
and almanacs, he also studied 
Western agricultural books in 
translation. Still feeling insufficient, 
he co-founded in 1898 an 
Agricultural Studies Society with a 


Mr Jiang Bofu in Shanghai, and over 


a period of 10 years he translated 
over 100 titles of agricultural books. 
Having heard about Luo's 


Feeling 


abilities, Zhang Zhidong, Governor 
of Hubei Province, had invited him 


to head the Ministry of Agriculture, 
| although the appointment did not 


materialise because of personnel 


- issues, 


In 1901, the third year after the 
discovery of the tortoise bone 
scripts, Luo saw samples of tortoise 
bones at the home of Liu Tieyun. 
Totally amazed, he urged Liu to 
make ink prints of the scripts. This 


was the first publication on tortoise’ 


bone script. Six years later, Luo was 


appointed consultant to the 


Scholastic Ministry of Beijing and 


started collecting these specimens. ` 


By 1911, he had already collected 
20,000 to 30,000 specimens, on 


which his subsequent writings were 


based. 


. After the Xin Hai Revolution, Å 
he emigrated to Kyoto, Japan and - 


wrote books on tortoise bone 


scripts. Besides these scripts, he also. 


devoted himself to gold and stone 
inscriptions and the compilation of 
ancient books. His writings were 
prolific during the eight years he 


spent in Japan. He returned to China 


in 1919, and in 1924, the emperor 
in exile, Pu Yi, presented him with 
a royal horse from the Forbidden 
City and invited him to join his 
studio. This boosted his loyalty to 
the royalty, and in 1931, he even 
joined the Manchu Government and 
took up the posts of Special 
Consultant, Provisional Relief 
Supervisor, Head of Supervisory 
Commission and President of 
Manchu-Japan Cultural Association. 
These are prestigious but non- 
essential positions. While he 


HE Ma Guoquan 


devoted much of his time to writing, 


his participation in this kind of 


political activities even after the 
Japanese invasion of China was 
undoubtedly a smear in his 
character.He retired completely at 
72 and lived in recluse in Lushun. 

Luo was a devoted scholar and 
his contributions can be summed up 
into five aspects: 

1.The preservation and 
compilation of the history of the 


Ming and Qing Dynasties in the 


imperial collection 
2. His pioneering research and 
publicity on tortoise bone literature 
3.The compilation of 
din indes scripts m 
. His research on wooden 
= of the Han and Jin Dynasties 
5. Encouraging the study of 


ancient relics of locks, seals, sealing 
paste, charms, banknotes and land 


certificates. 

He was unparalleled in his 
pioneering spirit, as well as the 
extensive scope, proliferation. and 
quality of his publications. | 
Luo was an accomplished 
calligrapher with his talents 
becoming apparent at a 
age. Ata later stage, after he started 
studying carving on metals and 
stones, his artistry soared to even 
greater heights. In 1917, when there 
was serious flooding in the Hebei 
and Henan provinces, he produced 
100 samples of calligraphy and sold 
them through a friend in the capital 


to raise money for relief purposes. | 


His interest veered towards tortoise 
bone scripts and his calligraphic 
style was characterised by its 
strength and boldness. E 


very young 
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Luo Xuetang: His Calligraphy and Its Fakes 


The academic achievements of 
my grandfather Xuetang were many. 


They encompassed pioneering work ` 


related to tortoise bone studies, 
Dunhuang studies, the study of the 
ancient philology of racial minorities 
of Xi Xia and Xie Dan, as well as 
modern agrieulture. He was also an 
important bridge in the study of 
metals and stones, letter writing and 
archival studies, with much effort 
devoted to the preservation of relics. 
He was also an established 


researcher on calligraphyand Zhuan 


carving, as well as an expert in 
verifying the authenticity of 


‘calligraphy and painting. He had 


original views on ancient philology 
and was also.an extremely diligent 
calligrapher, pioneering the 
application of tortoise bone scripts 
in calligraphy, with his view 
enshrined in the book “Collection 
His admirers 
subsequently publicised it overseas. 


As a result of over-exertion at 


a young age, he had suffered from 
chronic insomnia. Although 
subsequently recovered, he still 


slept very little. According to my _ 


ancestors, he got up very early every 
day and would practise calligraphy 
before starting to write books. This 


habit was sustained up, to a very 


senior age. 
Among the ancient calligra- 
phers, Xuetang admired Yan Lugong 


most. He wrote thus of Yan, “Behind ` 
“the gentility there is an 
“uncompromising spirit." 


Xuetang had an extensive 
collection of authentic copies of 
Yan's stone carvings. Whenever he 
acquired a good print, he would 
study it overnight. 

“When he admired the prints, 


getting up late at night, he would ` 


be oblivious of the cock crow and 
the sound of rain,” 
goes. 

Then he would burn the 
midnight candle and practise on that 
model, to capture the spirit of the 
script. 

Xuetang’s aco mplishitienr as a 
calligrapher was attributable both to 
his prodigious talents and to his 
family erudition. This is an example 
of the *scholar's calligraphy", as 


so the record ` 


opposed to the *calligrapher's 
calligraphy". He was very versatile 
as a calligrapher and his more 
distinguished styles were 'slow- 
running style' and ‘Zhuan style’. 
The slow-running style 


characterised his everyday writing. 


The characters were as small as a 
housefly, but strongly built, as if 
knife-carved, His manuscripts were 
written with meticulous care, while 
his letters were executed with fuller, 
rounder strokes, giving another 
unique feel. 

Xuetang had also left behind 
rare samples of formal script 
modeled, of course, on Yan, Since 
he pioneered the application of Yin 
Xi script in calligraphy, people 
usually requested from him Xi script 
and metal script, and hence he 
seldom wrote the formal style. 
Xuetang's Li script was also rare, and 
most of the samples were practice 


- writings on models. However, when - 


he was staying in Kyoto, Japan, 
there was a volcanic eruption and 
Xuetang wrote 200 scripts of Li style 
and raised 2,000 Yuan for disaster 
relief. 

Xuetang’s Zhuan script was 
inspired by his study of metal and 
stone scripts. His minor Zhuan was 
full of strength, with the sharpness 
embedded in the strokes, On the 
one hand, it faithfully preserved the 
spirit of the original. On the other, 
it had a scholarly elegance and 
freshness. No wonder a Japanese 
writer published his minor Zhuan 
calligraphy alongside the prints of 
the original inscriptions on vessels, 
entitled Luo Zhenyu's three 
imitations On metal and stone 
scripts’, positioning it as a model for 
people learning the Zhuan style. As 
for the Chinese couplets written in 
minor Zhuan style, the strokes were 
softer and more mellow on the 
outside, but still preserving its inner 
strength. 

Xuetang's metal vessel scripts 
were more abundant. There were 
longer scripts and shorter scripts, 


and they cover a wide period in. 


ancient history and a wide range of 
geographical origins. No matter 
what script Xuetang imitated, he was 
able to achieve satisfactory results, 
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-testifying to his talent, diligence and 


depth of appreciation. 

Meanwhile, Xuetang has made 
pioneering contributions in the 
research on Yin Xi tortoise bone 
scripts. His introduction of this script 
to the realm of Chinese calligraphy 
pointed the way for BUC eee danê 
scholars. 2 

Given Xuetang s reputation, ` 
fakes are simply inevitable. When ` 
Xuetang was in Lu Shun, a man: 
hang around his doorsteps begging ` 
him to accept him as his mentee. 


“This man was notorious in Beijing's 


Liu Li Chang antique streets, and 
was known to have imitated 
Xuetang’s calligraphy, but the 
standard was poor. | 
In the last decade or so, the 
circulation of works of art became 
much more extensive than before, 
and it has become more difficult to 
tell the fake from the authentic, with 
the result that faking activities were. 
rampant. Fakes of Xuetang's 
calligraphy were found mainly in 
Shanghai, Tianjin and Beijing, and 
the fakers often wrote on blank 
scrolls produced in or before the 
1940's. After faking the calligraphy, 
the scroll would be dipped in 
tobacco water to give it an antique 
look. Sometimes even holes were 
deliberately made to enhance the ` 
effect. However, connoisseurs could 
easily distinguish the fakes because 
the original spirit and style were just 
not there. Even the ‘better’ fakes 
were not difficult to unveil. More ` 
recently, electronic photographing 
techniques were used but still the 
quality was much inferior to the 
authentic works. "A | 
Two or three years ago, a friend 
of mine came back from the south 
of the Yangtze River and told me 
he had bought an ink landscape 
painting of Xuetang. I could tell 
even before he opened the scroll 
that it was a fake. Later, in Tianjin, I 
saw a number of works attributed 
to Xuetang but they were all fakes. 
With an aim to tracing the origin of 


these fakes I tried repeatedly to ask 


the shopowners for more details, but 


they were all reticent. = 
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